14

City Scientific Conference of the Learners ‘Discovery of Youth’

Section ‘Сountrystudy’

The Influence of Historical Events on Literary Genres, Literary Characters and People

                                                                                  Stepanov Grigori Vladimirovich, 
                                                                                                                 10-form pupil
                                                                                                                  Graziano Vito,
                                                                                                                   11-form pupil
                                                                             Secondary School №41, Cheboksary

Scientific tutor:

 Ksenofontova Elena Nikolayevna,
English teacher

Cheboksary-2008
2
TABLE OF CONTENTS
1. Introduction…………………………………………………………………3
2. The influence of historical events on literary genres……………………….3
3. The influence of historical events on literary characters, people…………...8
4. Conclusion…………………………………………………………………..9
5. List of Applied literature…………………………………………………...11
6. Appendix………………………………………………………………..12-15
3

1. Introduction
Literature represents a very variable branch of the human expression, depending on a large number of factors which might influence it. Writers, poets and playwrights often used, and so do they nowadays, their pens to criticize or just describe the conditions of the contexts they lived in. As a result, among the most important factors influencing literature there are historical events the authors witness. In history, revolutions and uprisings took place when the society needed changes, especially in the political and social fields. In such periods authors of various nationalities and thus speaking different languages used to describe these situations even by introducing their personal opinions and reflections; some of them even started spreading new ways of thinking. We have chosen to explain and expand the theme of the influence of history on society because it has always attracted us, being very actual as well. If we pay attention to the changes our own society is subjected to, we will notice that they partly depend on the decisions taken by our governments in politics and economics. We are students fond of both history and languages, so we decided to show this phenomenon through the literature of different countries. It is possible to analyze the literature of the period dating back to the great uprisings in Europe of 1848 up to the Second World War to better understand these concepts.

The period taken into consideration was a very turbulent one. Shortly after the fall of Napoleon at the beginning of the XIX century, the great European Powers, whose political power was still held only by a monarch and by a restricted aristocracy, established a determined order which would allow them to control any uprising occurring on their territory. Nevertheless, in the half of the century new liberal tendencies appeared. People of the lower classes protested in order to get more freedom and, in some countries, even independence from the great Powers. In 1848 a series of uprisings broke out in several European countries such as Italy, Ireland and Poland. Even the world of literature was strongly influenced by such events.

2. The Influence of Historical Events on Literary Genres.


At that time the most remarkable literary works were written by young European intellectuals belonging to a single movement: the Romanticism. This movement represented a revolt against the aristocratic social and political norms of the time; moreover, another important feature the Romantic authors shared was a strong nationalism, which inspired the authors from the oppressed country to encourage the revival of the motherland’s folklore and the struggle for independence. Romanticism particularly spread in Italy and in Germany, which were disunited lands made up of small and feeble principalities whose politics was often controlled by more powerful states. The greatest Italian Romantic author was Alessandro Manzoni (1785-1873). 

He wished Italy could become a united kingdom, but realized, like many other contemporary patriots and freedom fighters of his, that the Italian principalities had first to get rid of the strong influence of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. In order to act against the Austrians from his own point of view, Manzoni wrote the romance “I promessi sposi” (The Engaged). The complex plot of this romance roughly concerns two young people intended to marry, Renzo and Lucia, whose love is hindered by the cruel Don Rodrigo, a Spanish landlord who has fallen in love with Lucia. The two youngsters have to face many challenges through the development of the romance until its end, when the readers can notice that both the characters have deeply changed from the beginning; for instance, in the end Renzo becomes more attentive and has concrete opinions about the life of peasants being constantly in the hands of powerful landlords. The presence of the theme of foreign oppression, allegorically shown with the introduction of Don Rodrigo, is one of the main features of Manzoni’s romance. Actually, he was forced to set his story in the 17th century, at the time of Spanish dominion, because he feared that if he had set it in his time the Austrian authorities would have censored his work. In Germany, the greatest Romantic author was undoubtedly Heinrich Heine (1797-1856). Heine was a polymath: he was a poet, essayist and journalist. His poetry is renowned, but the works 
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that most mark his way of thinking are his essays. In his “Deutschland, ein Wintermärchen” (Germany, a Winter’s Tale) he described a journey through Germany, but actually criticized the militarism and the nationalism of German society as well as the lack of individual freedom which characterized the German principalities. Furthermore, he attacked the laws according to which in Germany some professions were forbidden to Jews. He eventually fled to France as the King of Prussia banned his works and ordered his arrest. While in exile, Heine wrote “In der Fremde”(Abroad), in which once again affirmed that Germany needed changes; beyond this, he also expressed his sympathies towards France, which in his opinion was more liberal than his Motherland. But even in France there were periods in which freedom was suffocated. In 1852, the President of the French republic Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, later called Napoleon III, seized power in France and established his own regime, rather comparable to a dictatorship. A lot of intellectuals protested as many of them wanted the return to democracy. Romanticism, orientated to changes, rose in France too. The wide world famous writer Victor Hugo (1802-1885) was a Romantic. He had already written some controversial works such as “Notre dame de Paris” (The Hunchback of Notre Dame) and “Les Misèrables” (The Wretched), the latter condemning social injustice in France, before Napoleon III’s ascent. He immediately contrasted the Emperor’s power and as a result he was compelled to go on exile abroad. Then he wrote “Napoleon le petit” (Napoleon the Little) and “Histoire d’un crime” (History of a Crime), both pamphlets about Napoleon’s takeover and government of France. 


Personally, we think that Romanticism was a consequence of the French Revolution, which occurred more than half a century before. The European Powers defeating Napoleon had tried to erase the ideals of liberty proposed by that Revolution, but the Romantics and other intellectuals eventually hadn’t forgotten them and, in an era of newly restored absolutism, later tried to spread them again through literature and other arts. 

Later, responding to the changes born by the Industrial Revolution, the literary world gave life to another movement: Realism. Realist authors accurately described the contemporary reality, writing about the conditions of life of several social classes. Realism was much more concrete than Romanticism. It was directly linked with the context of the life of the author, and so the literary works belonging to this movement may seem very different. In Italy, this movement was called Verism, and was largely spread in Italy’s southern regions. Southern Italy was an unlucky land which suffered from corruption, poverty and criminality. A well-known Verist author was the Sicilian Giovanni Verga (1843-1922). He wrote a series of recounts which can be regrouped under the name “Il ciclo dei vinti” (The Cycle of the Defeated), in which social stereotypes of the author’s native island are described: the main characters would like to change their condition but they cannot in a world where common people are destined to give way. One of Verga’s most representative works is “I Malavoglia” (The Malavoglia Family). The Malavoglias are a Sicilian family whose only means for earning money is a little fishing boat. Everything seems to be all right, but as the boat once sinks and some of the children of the family perish because of some unlucky events the fortune of the family vanishes and everything gets worse. The conditions of the family were accurately described by Verga, which showed such situations in the developed new world of the Industrial Revolution. We would consider the possibility to affirm that Italian Verists were above all pessimist. Verga showed that when a misfortune occurs, immediately other will also come in order to extinguish any hope. Pessimism was linked to the conception of life from the point of view of the common people from Southern Italy; although they needed changes, they were accustomed to centuries of oppression, and so were forced to go on with their miser lives. So, in this climate even the writer’s style was impregnated with pessimism. In France Realist authors were known as Naturalists; among them the most famous was Emile Zola (1840-1902) whose book “Le ventre de Paris” (The Belly of Paris) concerned the conditions of the Parisian working class.    

The theme of pessimism is also present in the works of a group of poets coming from France who wrote in the late XIX century: the so-called Poète maudit (Accursed poets). These poets were drops-out living their bitter lives at the borders of a society that couldn’t understand their geniality. The only shelter they could get from such a cruel world was poetry, through which they could express their feelings. As one of them said, they were like albatrosses, that are skilful to fly in the sky on the
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 wing of poetry but extremely awkward while walking on earth. Consumption of drugs and shabby life conditions never allowed any of these poets to survive until the senile age. The most influential of them, being actually their precursor, was Charles Baudelaire (1821-1867). His masterpiece was the collection of poems “Le fleurs du mal” (The Flowers of Evil); in his poems he openly exalted everything leading to a disordered life his contemporaries considered social taboo. Actually, if the reader examines Baudelaire’s poems, he will understand that the result of a life spent as Baudelaire suggested nothing but decadence.


The decline of the human being who is unable to find his right path represented the core of Decadentism, a movement that spread throughout Europe up to the end of World War I. 

In Italy a very successful Decadent author was Antonio Fogazzaro (1842-1911), who wrote his works approximately during the same years Verga wrote his. With his romance “Malombra” (Evil Shadow) a new kind of main character was introduced: the “incapable to live”, a man who is unable to live his own reality and as a result undergoes the existential defeat, or “the checkmate” according to the Decadents. The Decadents’ style is firmly dedicated to the description of the main character’s interiority and changes his soul experiences through the synopsis, although he is always aware of his incapability. However, the emblem of Decadent literature was Gabriele D’Annunzio (1863-1938).  His first great work was “Il piacere” (The Pleasure), whose main character is an aristocrat who, because of his limitless fondness of aesthetics, neglects everything else until he arrives to madness. The contents of this romance are typically Decadent because of the accurate description of the transformations of the main character. But shortly after, receiving news coming from Russia about the Russian revolutionary movements and Russian writers, he became a left-wing member of the Italian Parliament and his own writing style was partly influenced by Fyodor Dostoevsky. In 1891 D’Annunzio wrote “Giovanni Episcopo”. In this romance an extreme state of degradation leads the main character even to homicide, according to a plot which reminds some of Dostoevsky’s romances. But not so later, D’Annunzio’s style changed once again. In 1893 D’Annunzio wrote “Poema paradisiaco” (Paradisiacal Poem); in this poem he wrote about the return to the simple things and to familiar affections. It didn’t mean D’Annunzio had given up politics and public life; on the contrary, he continued writing and later in the following century joined the Italian army in World War I and participated in exciting adventures. He just began living his life according to the principles of aesthetics. D’annunzio remained a Decadent, but anyway there was a proper Aesthetic movement, whose features were not so far from the Decadents’ ones.


The Aesthetes wanted to live in search of the purest pleasures, among which beauty was considered the most important. In France Joris Karl Huysmans (1848-1907) wrote 

“À rebours” (Against the Grain). The protagonist, Des Esseintes, is a refined art intender who despises mediocrity and eventually retires himself in the countryside alone from everybody dedicating all his forces to the worship of beauty. A similar character is also introduced by the Irish writer Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) in his romance “The Picture of Dorian Gray” of 1891. Dorian Gray, a young hedonist wishing not to grow old for the rest of his life, represents the most complete expression of decadent aesthetics and of beauty cult as supreme value which is much more important than ethics. Like in Decadent novels, in the end Dorian Gray destroys himself by revealing and tearing up a portrait depicting him, which had been bearing the physical and ethical consequences of his debauching behaviors for years. 


After the age of revolutions of the second half of the century, new European countries such as Italy and Germany were born, but still many other countries struggled for independence. A singular case is the one of Ireland. At that time Ireland was a dominion of the British Empire, but the Irish people had never accepted this dependence. At the end of the XIX century Irish literature and visual arts flourished. That was the so-called period of the Irish Renaissance. In order to mark their own national characters the Irish authors appealed to the themes of Ireland’s ancient times in making their works. The antique Celtic language and customs lived once again in an epoch of great economical and social progress. The project of restructuring a unitary and organic national culture was carried out by a group of fervent Irish young intellectuals working for the Abbey Theatre in Dublin. There they 
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performed their plays surrogating the Irish cause. Among them the most influent were Sean O’Casey, William Butler Yeats and John Millington Synge. Sean O’Casey (1880-1664) was a socialist and a nationalist who sustained Ireland’s fight for independence. In the early XX century he learnt Irish Gaelic and began composing plays for the Abbey Theatre. His masterpiece is the play “The plough and the stars”; notwithstanding the fact it was written some years after the end of the fight against Britain, the play is set in Dublin around the time of 1916 Easter Rising, but anyway O’ Casey didn’t show sympathy towards the armed riots. William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) was a famed poet who wrote books regarding the world of Irish peasantry, together with their rich traditions inherited from the past. His most important works are “Fairy and Folk Tales of the Irish Peasantry” (1888), “Representative Irish Tales” (1891), “Irish Faerie Tales” (1892) and “The Celtic Twilight” (1893). John Millington Synge (1870-1909) travelled to the Aran Island off the western coast of Ireland, where he learnt the Irish language and evaluated the richness of his motherland’s culture. He eventually wrote a play about his travel there in 1907.


After every revolution there are as many good aspects as bad ones. Technology improved and industries were opened, but the conditions of the working class didn’t improve. Some intellectuals decided to defend the workers’ rights and others even indicated them as the real pulsating heart of world society, who should control the State itself. Concerning politics, the period of the Second Industrial Revolution saw the birth of Communism. This new ideology had as a political goal the overthrow, through a revolution, of Capitalist governments by the Proletariat and the establishment of an ideal society in which all the citizens were politically and economically equal. The father of Communism was the German author and philosopher Karl Marx (1818-1883). In 1848, he published in London the Communist Manifesto, written in collaboration with Friedrich Engels (1820-1895), in which the principles and the aims of the new political party born after their thoughts were defined. But Marx’s real masterpiece was undoubtedly “Das Kapital” (The Capital). It is an accurate treatise made up of three volumes about political economy, in which Marx declares his statements on capitalism, the abolition of private property and social equality. Marx’s works are considered the foundation of Scientific Socialism; beyond Marx, later on in the XX century other men and women of letters continued writing important treatises supporting Communism, like Rosy Luxemburg in Germany and George Bernard Shaw in Ireland. Simultaneously, Marx’s theories influenced revolutionary movements from all over the world, and eventually the Bolsheviks led by Lenin seized power in the Russian Empire and proclaimed the birth of the Soviet Union, the first communist State in history.


In our opinion the late XIX century was one of the most interesting and significant periods in history. We think Realism was born as a result of the social and political changes occurred during the Second Industrial Revolution: notwithstanding the improvement of technology and the relative growth of life standards, they were aware about the negative aspects born by such event, like the enrichment of few people and the impoverishment of the working class, or the creation of more sophisticated weapons which threatened the arrival of a total war. Moreover, the rational Realism is also a response to Romanticism, whose authors could be considered dreamers who sometimes went too far from reality. Support of the working class was even the central point of discussion of the communist doctrine for the socialist critics blamed capitalism for the misery of the proletariat as the Industrial Revolution advanced. However, these men were ready to face and criticize the new times and events. Others, like the Decadents and the Poète maudit, weren’t able to get accustomed to that new world as well as the characters of their writings. And at last, the Aesthetes went along with their lives looking for the most exquisite pleasures, because on the one hand those times were also very prosperous; indeed, after the end of the Franco-Prussian War in 1871, in Europe there was a period known as Belle Époque. During the Belle Époque civil, cultural and economic developments were guaranteed by a prolonged period of peace. Poets and writers felt the changes and got used to them, and especially the Aesthetes enjoyed such period of peace that continued even in the XX century. But we guess nobody foresaw that soon one of the most terrible wars would break out.


In 1914 the First World War started, mostly due to the imperialism and nationalism produced by the wealth which characterized the Belle Époque itself. Richness incited the European Powers to 
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produce more weapons and to colonize other territories outside Europe. The society suddenly turned into a nationalist and militarist one, and the myth of the superman intended as the brave soldier killing other men for his country appeared. When the war broke out, many people hailed it as the bringer of a new order in Europe that would be established by the most powerful. But actually the reality of that bloody war that went on for four years was awful. Soldiers from all the countries understood the significance of peace and wished that war had never started. Eventually some soldiers became poets and writers and wrote about their bitter experiences on the Front. In 1916, just during the war, the Italian soldier and poet Giuseppe Ungaretti (1888-1970) wrote “Il porto sepolto” (The Buried Harbor), a collection of poems about the horrors men suffer from every war. It is very interesting to know that Ungaretti was firstly an interventionist, and then the war experience changed him into a pacifist. A very famous romance about World War I that even inspired the production of a movie was “Im Westen nichts neues” (All Quiet on the Western Front), written by the German war veteran Erich Maria Remarque (1898-1970) 11 years after the end of the war. It chronicles the story of Paul Bäumer, an 18-year-old young man who bravely joins the army because of one of his teachers’ suggestion and fights on the Western Front. He later changes his opinions about the war after the death of the rest of his company, stating that such young people were being robbed of their individuality and love of life. Towards the end of the war, Paul himself is fatally shot by a sniper while trying to reach a butterfly. This character is a fictional reincarnation of Remarque himself, and his death represents the end of Remarque’s youth hopes due to the brutality of war. Altogether, most of a generation was swept off by that war generated by the insane hatred of each other. 


However, the humanity had not understood the lesson yet. Soon after the war strong dictatorships were established in some European countries, either of the Communist or the Fascist type. In Russia the power of the Communists consolidated even before the end of World War I. In 1925 Italy’s Prime Minister Benito Mussolini, leader of the Fascist Party, proclaimed himself Duce (Commander) of the Italians. In 1933 the Nazi Party under the guide of Adolph Hitler won the political elections in Germany and subsequently became the only leading party of the country. And at last in 1939 general Francisco Franco seized power in Spain and instituted a fascist regime after a three-years-long civil war. New conflicts would eventually bring many nations to another World War, but anyway it is extremely important to remind the role of literature at that time. Dictators wanted their people to be bellicose and tied to their parties’ ideals; freedom of thought was banned. Many authors did not accept this situation and began writing against their own countries’ regimes, so that some of them were forced to flee while others were prosecuted and arrested. These writers went on writing even during and after World War II. The Italian author Beppe Fenoglio (1922-1963) joined the Italian Resistance and fought against the Fascists between 1943 and 1945. After the war he wrote “Il partigiano Johnny” (Johnny the Partisan), a sort of autobiographical work depicting a young partisan fighting in the Italian Resistance against Nazi-Fascists for freedom, who eventually dies for such purpose. In Germany, many intellectuals contrasted Hitler’s regime, often from foreign countries they had fled to. The German playwright Bertolt Brecht (1898-1956) moved to the United States in 1933; there, he wrote a series of comedies whose concealed meaning was the refusal to Nazism. In 1941 he wrote “The resistible rise of Arturo Ui”, which can be interpreted as a parody of the Nazi regime: it reports about the ascent to power of Arturo Ui, an Italian-American gangster, in Chicago. Arturo Ui rises to power in the 1930s like Hitler and he himself is Hitler’s parody. His henchmen are Ernesto Roma and Emilio Giri, the former being the fictional counterpart of Ernest Röhm and the latter of Herman Göring. Even the scene of a fire in a warehouse is compared to the fire at the Reichstag of 1933. And at last, a very moving post-war novel was “Reunion” by the German novelist Fred Uhlman (1901-1985). It is a short novel about the friendship between Hans Schwarz, a boy coming from a Jewish middle-class family, and Konradin von Hohenfels, Hans’ new classmate coming from a noble German family, in the 1930s’ Stuttgart, Germany.   As the synopsis proceeds chronicling the two boys’ friendship, the Nazi Party comes to power. In 1933 Hans’ parents, fearing the new racial laws, decide to send him to some relatives living in America. Before leaving Germany, the young boy realizes that his friend Konradin supports Hitler and will join the German army. After more than 30 years of life in
8

 America, Hans comes back to Germany and gets a list of his former classmates perished during the war. Arrived at the name “Konradin von Hohenfels”, Hans is petrified by the words he reads: “Army officer, dissident of the Nazi regime and involved in the conspiracy against Hitler. Executed.” Hans has at last reunited with his friend.
3. The Influence of Historical Events on Literary Characters, People

And now we want to show the influence of historical events on literary characters. The history of society is distinguished from the history of nature. The first one is made by people, and the second one is made by itself. A lot of personal and group, national and republic, noble and terrible aims and interests come into being. There is a stream of contradictory feelings – love and hate, kindness and badness. People made the history by the help of their efforts and without outside forces. Strong and weak sides of man are defined in the process of history. This and another has a very huge meaning and sometimes has an influence on man’s destiny. A lot of historical events such as war, revolution, etc. make people reconsider their habit look on the world (the destiny of Scarlet O’Hara in “Gone with the Wind” by M. Mitchell). But a lot depends on man. How the events will change his life – he can choose his way, to be under the influence of the habit life (Oblomov in Goncharov`s novel “Oblomov”) or change all his life, or change but wait for a moment to return to his previous life (Robinson Crusoe in Daniel Defoe’s novel “Robinson Crusoe”).

We want to compare the influence of historical events on the life of literary characters. We’ve studied “Gone with the Wind” by M. Mitchell, “Robinson Crusoe” by D. Defoe, and “Oblomov” by Goncharov.

No region in the USA caused so many legends as the South. Discussions about it have been going on for 150 years. “The Mystery of the South”, “What is the South?” are the names of some works by American psychologists. Some underlined the exception of the South and thought that before the Civil War, it was another civilization in comparison with the North. The novel by Margaret Mitchell “Gone with the Wind” was published in 1936. The book of an unknown writer became a bestseller. The main theme in the book of M.Mitchell isn’t the theme of slavery. It is the theme of the life of plantators, the theme of their destiny, and further more the theme of the destiny of the South.  But we want to focus our attention on a number of key points of the novel. 

Mitchell shows that the life of plantator’s society before the Civil War is not so attractive: balls, picnics, genteel rules. Men’s interests are wine, cards, horses. Women’s interests are family, clothes, news. It is the picture of “the society” known by the European literature. A lot of plantators are uneducated people, like the twins Tarltons, who were accepted from 4 universities, like the main character – Scarlet, whose education lasted for 2 years. 
Now, we want to compare this description with the Oblomov,s type of life. The novel was written in the 50-60s when all old traditions were breaking. In the fight of patriarchal society and bourgeoisie Goncharov, the author of the novel, saw the loss of many values in Russia. That is why in Oblomov he describes the type of a typical Russian landowner, who refused anything new. Goncharov described Oblomov as a very difficult person. The usual state of Oblomov is laziness, inaction in all; in what Oblomov’s intellectual effort can be seen. He doesn’t like high, society he thinks that in pursuit of career and money man has lost his soul. Lying for Oblomov is a normal style of life. “Did I have a fault when I was lying on the sofa and didn’t think about threes and knaves?” he asked his friend. And when he was lying on the sofa, he dreamed of being a great hero, and sometimes he thought about family life. So, we can say, that American and Russian landowners were not greatly different. 

And now, we will return to “Gone with the Wind”. Plantators were the society which wasn’t fit for any activity; it led a holiday life – the direct result of slavery. Slavery paralyzed masters’ life firmness. It educated their dislike to work. The influence on slavery was dangerous for slave owners. In slavery sometimes people of the South saw a serious problem for slave owners, sometimes a serious problem for all regions. In this case, we want to turn to the novel by Daniel Defoe “Robinson Crusoe”.
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 The novel was written at the age of English Colonial Empire. Defoe could see and represent very stable features of character of a typical bourgeois - they didn’t change but in Victorian Age they could be seen perfectly well. The author described a young sailor Robinson Crusoe, shipwrecked. Robinson was so young and so close to plebe’s roots that he could live for 24 years by his own work. But as soon as there was an opportunity he became an exploiter: the first man who came into contact with him on the island was a young savage Friday. Robinson made him a slave. By this example we can believe that slavery had an influence on the members of high society in every country where it was. 

And again, we will return to “Gone with the Wind”. Contempt to work is one of the main distinctions from the puritan tradition to respect every work; it belonged to the people of the North. Scarlet said “Must I work like a Negro on the plantation?” Ranks are typical for the society of the South penetrated into the slaves` society “We are home servants, we are not for work in the air”. And now we want to draw line of a comparison with newspaper articles about “the golden youth”. These articles tell us about young people whose lives and future are organized by their rich parents. And that’s why the youth became light and careless and these people waste their lives. Without their rich parents’ help they seldom become full personalities. And their main distinction is the contempt to work. So we can say that this feature can be found at all times.

Mitchell believed that the genuine American culture had died in the war and the people of the South didn’t know this culture. But the main character of “Gone with the Wind” was able to  survive in the war and open the unknown features of her power as her character showed at the end. And it turned out that a delicate naughty lady had courage, a steel will and a lot of life power that brave men could only envy her. We believe that women like Scarlet have always lived in Russia. We think that a good example can be the life and destiny of my mom - Elvira Grigoryevna Stepanova. The perestroika broke a lot of lives of Russian people. During the Soviet power they had a very calm and successful life. But after the perestroika, for example my mom, who had a disabled child, had a choice to continue work without a salary or forget about her profession and Red Diploma and take any job that, could give her some money. Was it hard for her? I think yes. But now she is full of hope. And the same can be seen in the USA nowadays. We want to show some moments of a private letter of my teacher’s friend: “…You asked about our economy, the economy is not doing very well. The cost of living is rising and salaries are not matching the increase. The cost of fuel is debilitating, we spend approximately $170 per week on gas for our car and then 200 per month on oil for the house. Food prices have jumped tremendously as well. The fuel increase trickles down and affects everything. We do not buy any luxury foods such as soda, chips, or packaged food. Anyway, I really need to get going. My family is doing well. Patrick is now in the tenth grade and he will be looking at colleges next year .Megan loves wrestling! She is the only girl on her junior high school team…” Now we can say that this problem is actually in every age.

.

4. Conclusion

History itself gave these writers material to write about. It has always changed the society. Literature can be taken as an example for going along with this idea as well as many other topics. But we believe we always ought to remind ourselves that history is not only made up of great political and social feats, but it is also us. We make history. We are all history. Every individual has a certain influence on the context he lives in.  And like the society, the life of every individual is subject to changes, mostly due to his or her “history”. Great life changes can be brought by great life events, such as promotions, removals, important meetings and even failures. Another way of changing one’s life is represented by travelling. Travelling seriously means facing challenges. A long-time travel would change the life of anyone. I, am, for example a “well-travelled” student and now that I have been living and studying in Russia for more than half a year I can confirm this affirmation, because I have changed a lot thanks to this experience as do hundreds of other foreign students living here or in another part of the world; indeed, I would like to add that I could concretely state these thoughts. We students living in Russia arrived here in late August, and then we still had no idea of what was ahead
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 of us. After the New Year’s Day all of us gathered at a camp in the nearby of Klin, in Moscow region, so that we could meet once again after such a long period of time and compare our different experiences. I spoke with 30 foreign students, and 25 of them, representing approximately 83% of the total, confirmed that they felt great changes in their personalities and that now they could somehow think and act “in Russian.” By talking to the same number of people, I could even extrapolate some data about other features of character. Of those students, roughly 89% confirmed to have perfectly adapted to the new life, 93% stated to have become more patient and resistant, 80% believed the experience helped us broaden our horizons whereas 83% say that it even improved their skills to solve problems themselves, 96% felt themselves more determined and independent and all 100% felt more mature. At the beginning most of us were just ordinary young people anxious to gain this experience, and then we found out that this time abroad had changed us into adult people. As I have stated, these actions are part of our personal history that has influence on us and changes us as a result.
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France                     and era of nationalism               

	Realism
	Italy, France            Second Industrial Revolution    Verga, Zola 

                                

	Poète maudite 
	France                     Second Industrial Revolution    Baudelaire

                                and Belle Époque

	Decadentism and Aesthetism
	Italy, France,
        Second Industrial Revolution    Fogazzaro, D’Annunzio,

Ireland                     and Belle Époque                      Huysmans, Wilde

	Irish Renaissance
	Ireland
Irish question                             O’ Casey, Yeats, Synge 

	Communists
	Germany                 Second Industrial Revolution     Marx

	War literature
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Dissidents to dictatorships                                
	Italy, Germany        War World I                               Ungaretti, Remarque

Italy, Germany        Era of totalitarian regimes          Fenoglio, Brecht, 

                                                                                    Uhlman


2.  Changes of Character after a One-Year-Experience Abroad

	Features of character
	Number of people taken in examination
	Number of people feeling changes
	Percent of people feeling changes

	Adaptation to new contexts
	30
	27
	89%

	Patience
	30
	28
	93%

	World outlook
	30
	24
	80%

	Problem solving skills
	30
	25
	83%

	Determination and independence
	30
	29
	96%

	Maturation
	30
	30
	100%
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Changes of Character after a One-Year-Experience Abroad


1. The portraits of writers.
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4. The letter.
Hello Masha, 
     We were so happy to receive your letter. We love hearing from you. We're sorry to hear that you and your husband have parted and it sounds as though you lost a lot of what you had worked so hard to gain (apartment). I can't believe it has been five years since we have seen you last. Prior to receiving your letter, I was telling my students about you, Dina, and the other Masha. Then, coincidently your letter arrived. My family is doing well. Patrick is now in the tenth grade and he will be looking at colleges next year. I will be taking him today to get his driving permit. It's a little frightening to think my baby can now drive a car when only yesterday he was learning to walk. Megan loves wrestling! She is the only girl on her junior high school team. She is fierce. She wrestles very hard and manages to take her opponents by surprise. Danielle is the girly-girl in the family. She loves dressing up and wearing make-up. She is on a cheerleading team and plays softball in the spring. All three of the children are doing very well in school. They are serious about doing well in their studies. We are very proud of them. Jimmy and I are doing well. He is still waking up early and traveling into NYC to work. He applied for a job closer to home, but unfortunately he was not hired for that position. He would really like to leave his job in NYC because the commute is tiring and costly. He has been commuting for 15 years. I am teaching now. I love my job. I'm working with 6th graders (11-12 year olds) I'm teaching geography, which is pretty funny since I've never traveled to any other continent in the world. The subject is inspiring me to want to travel, before teaching I never had the travel bug. I have always been content to stay where I am. Now, I want to see the places and people I talk about in class.  When the children are older Jimmy and I will travel, maybe we will come visit you! On a sad note for me, my mother has been very ill. She has a form of dementia (pick's disease). She is now in a nursing home, she is not able to communicate and she does not have any memory of who we are. This has been very hard, but like you I try very hard to be optimistic and not let the sad things in life take over and rule my life. You asked about our economy, the economy is not doing very well. The cost of living is rising and salaries are not matching the increase. The cost of fuel is debilitating, we spend approximately $170. per week on gas for our car and then 200. per month on oil for the house. Food prices have jumped tremendously as well. The fuel increase trickles down and effects everything. We do not buy any luxury foods such as soda, chips, or packaged food. We have had to make adjustments to our financial budget. Like anything in life, we will see this through, I'm optimistic that the economy will turn around. We have a roof over our heads, heat for our home, and food to eat, that's the important thing. Anyway, I really need to get going, I have to take Patrick to the motor vehicle office. Let's try and stay in touch with each other, I love hearing from you. All my love and best regards to you and your family, Love Susan 
p.s. I tried attaching photos, I don't have any of jim and me.

Gabriele D’Annunzio





Alessandro Manzoni





Bertolt Brecht





Giovanni Verga





Heinrich Heine





Victor Hugo
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Лист1

		Особенности характера		Number of people taken in examination		Number of people feeling changes

		Adaptation to new       
 contexts		30		27

		Patience		30		28

		World outlook		30		24

		Problem solving skills		30		25

		Determination and independence		30		29

		Maturation		30		30		Столбец2

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.






