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Introduction

              The European Union is a community of states primarily intended as organism of cooperation aimed at the common economic development of its member states. These states create a single market by applying common laws guaranteeing the freedom of movement of people, goods and money within the territory of the several countries making up the Union. Following the crisis occurred in Western Europe during and immediately after World War II, the European Union was established and then contributed to the subsequent gradual rise of a new Europe. Many treaties among states have decided the organisms and the procedures regulating the European Union’s processes. Although it was firstly conceived to improve Western European countries’ economics, the EU eventually made these countries share a lot of other features, including those regarding social and ethical problems; I think a good example to consider is the general referendum proposed to the European citizens in early 2005 to decide whether their native countries should carry out scientific researches in the field of medicine involving embryonic cells or not, a subject which interested both the public opinion and the Vatican as well. By the way, the EU has a great importance in our world and has undoubtedly brought a lot of wealth to many European countries, but opposite good aspects of situations there are always even bad ones. I’ve chosen this theme because world politics has always interested me and because it is a very current theme which particularly involves my native country and many others, among which is even Russia, so I would like to expand this topic and introduce my personal statements.
Some Facts from the History of EU Foundation
              The way towards the birth of the EU was long and complicated for the founders of the Union had to reunite countries whose only previous point of contact had been fighting each other during wars and Europe was then still devastated by the consequences of World War II. A lot of treaties were signed to lay the foundations of the EU: in 1951 Italy, France, West Germany and the three Benelux countries Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxemburg subscribed the Paris Treaty and  officially gave birth to the ECSC (European Coal and Steel Community), an organization which had to regulate these row materials industry in its member states and in 1957 the ECSC drew up a new treaty in Rome and founded the EEC (European Economic Community) and the EURATOM (European Atomic Energy Community); the former, the most important, might be considered a prototype of the concept of single market, for the community had as purpose the elimination of customs taxes and barriers among its member states as well as the establishment of common customs taxes, concerning the commercial exchanges with non-community members states, that would be equal for every member states and of a common agricultural policy, whereas the latter was an organism aiming at the cooperation in developing atomic energy in Europe, though some of the community’s member states such as Italy have never run an energetic policy  involving nuclear energy because of internal popular choices against this form of energy production. Italian Prime minister Alcide de Gasperi, German Chancellor Konrad Adenauer, the Belgian politician Paul Henri Spaak and the two French statesmen Jean Monnet and Robert Schuman are considered the fathers of these communities and of the idea of European unity itself. These original three communities merged together ten years later, in 1967, thus forming the European Community that would be known as the EU only after the Maastricht Treaty of 1992. Since 1973, more European countries have joined the Union up to our times. In 1992 the European countries also decided about the future unique Constitution and currency, the euro, as well as the establishment of common regulating organisms such as the European Parliament, the European Central Bank and the European Court of Justice. Today the EU is made up of 27 sovereign states. 
              The EU was born because of many factors. Firstly, it was seen by many European statesmen as an escape from the extreme nationalism that had characterized the European societies in the first half of the century which eventually had led to the World Wars and as a result to the devastation Europe had been subjected to; indeed, one of the main purposes of the Paris Treaty of 1951 was that of pacifying West Germany and France, whose contrasts had been among the most effective causes of 
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both the world conflicts, by controlling their coal and steel industries that might have been used as row materials to support armed forces for a new war. 
Secondly, economy had to be restored after the abyss Europe had fallen into after World War II. It is renowned that after that war the European Powers lost their primate as world dominators in favor of two new Superpowers which defined their opposed spheres of influence, called blocs, in the world: the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. Western European countries decided to join the Western Bloc in order to receive American economic and military help to improve their conditions and not to let the communists seize power in their countries as it had occurred in Eastern Europe at the end of the war. The Americans helped Western Europe by creating the Marshall Plan, which consisted in sending large capitals and foodstuffs from America to Europe. Subsequently, the Americans implanted military bases in Europe and disposed their troops along the boarder between West and East Germany to protect Europe from a possible Soviet invasion. So, Western European countries decided to create the EU even to make themselves economically and military independent from the U.S., although at the same time the main aim of their military cooperation was opposing the Soviet Union. I would like to add that ironically one of the most influencing “founders” of the EU was Stalin. In my opinion his policy of expansion of the communist influence and thoughts in Eastern Europe extremely frightened weakened Western Europe. Its rulers realized that Stalin still wanted to draw other countries to the Soviet bloc and the power of the Soviet Union was then highly recognized and feared for the Red Army had already shown its force during World War II. Moreover, I think that Europe’s loathsome towards the communist way of thinking and the fear felt because of Stalin’s strong personality made some European countries understand they could succeed against all the difficulties only by reuniting together in a sole community. 
Advantages of Being an EU Member
               Going on with the discourse about the Union’s actual economic power, statistically the EU zone nowadays has the highest GDP in the world. Such result has been achieved thanks to the unity of the member states. This is just one of the several positive aspects the EU guarantees to his citizen. Today, any European citizen can freely live and work in another European country thanks to the European citizenship; as a result, a British teacher can teach English in a Portuguese school without any problems as well as a young Greek man can work in the Danish public administration. Furthermore, in the last years the EU has been developing study programmes allowing university students to spend an academic year studying in another European country such as Erasmus and Leonardo da Vinci. Europeans can also move from their country to another European one without changing money thanks to the European common currency, the euro, whose value has lately surpassed the value of the U.S. dollar, thus assuring the European citizens a lot of advantages even when they move to non-European countries. The single market represents a positive fact for the European enterprises because they are now allowed to make business all over Europe and thus augment their capitals, though the opening of so many European markets also means the increase of competition; however, the increase of competition among the enterprises actually turns into a positive thing for the consumers because the enterprises have the continuous necessity of creating better products for lower prices in order to survive in such a competitive background. Another positive aspect of the EU is inciting political integration among all of its member states; indeed, for the various European countries it is much better to cope with the challenges of the modern world (such as the economic stagnation, the confrontation with the strong Asian markets and international terrorism) as a united community rather than as single feeble states. Moreover, the EU has been concerned about several topics concerning the environment; for instance, the EU has been one of the first signatories of the Kyoto Protocol, an international treaty elaborated by the United Nations whose main purpose is safeguarding our planet by limiting the emission of harmful gases in the atmosphere. At last, the EU is the largest contributor of humanitarian aid in the world. 
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       Personally, I really think that, in addition to what is written above, every European citizen ought to be grateful to the Union because since its creation Europe has been able to enjoy more than half a century of peace for the first time in its history. Historically, before the creation of the EU the European powers had been struggling each other permanently in order to get the hegemony on the continent, driven by a blind rivalry that eventually ruined and weakened them. Today, the European countries are united and able to face the common enemies. Moreover, the basic rights introduced in every European country by the Union make impossible authoritarian involutions in any of them, thus preventing the return of dictatorial regimes in Europe.
Disadvantages of Being an EU Member

              Opposite these good aspects there are a few bad aspects which characterize the existence of the EU. For example, if on the one hand deciding common regulations for all the countries of the EU is better than formulating 27 different ones, on the other hand it is possible that sometimes some regulations may be advantageous for some states and disadvantageous for other ones. Indeed, today in Europe, because of the application of the communitarian Constitution, everything is decided through the majority system, so that it is possible to take decisions without the agreement of some states and sometimes even against their interests. Anyway, this kind of problems mostly depends on the single countries. The European Union exists, but so still does the subjectivity of the various countries is made up of. One of the greatest problems common to all of the EU member states is low birth rate; in fact, it is possible to affirm that the European population is not growing at all. As a result, in most of the EU countries nowadays there are a great number of vacant jobs, meaning that the EU needs more workers. Perhaps because of this, an important feature of the history of the EU in the last years is massive immigration; legally or illegally, a lot of immigrants have been coming to Europe since the end of the colonial age, mainly coming from Africa, Asia, South America and Eastern Europe. In such way the European countries are gradually becoming multiethnic. Living together with totally different people is a new topic for the EU society. The immigrants caused economic expansion but many people in Europe refer they have also brought some problems. In my opinion the real problem the people expressing such opinions is lack of world outlook, because unfortunately a lot of people cannot tolerate any difference. For instance, in Europe debates have often occurred about the cohabitation with the Muslim communities, which is seen by many as restricted and even dangerous. I suppose that such opinions about the Muslims are due to their strong habit of preserving their traditions even abroad and to Muslim extremist terrorism. Unluckily, a lot of bad events concerning the Muslim communities are often reported throughout Europe, such as news regarding Muslim fathers who have seriously injured or killed their daughters because of their will of behaving like European girls. The contrast between the European society and the world of Islam has become an important point of discussion for the EU itself since when Turkey applied for entering the Union.  
Great Britain, a Member of the EU

              Even if in our times roughly every Western European country has become an aim for immigrants (especially for those who come through illicit means), at the beginning the only two countries which could be defined like this were France and Great Britain, for the large migratory waves arriving in these two countries came from the oversea territories which previously formed their huge and powerful colonial empires. France is one of the founder countries of the EU. Instead, Great Britain had been reluctant for years before eventually joining the Union in 1970. In 1960 Great Britain and six other non-EU European countries had even created the EFTA (European Free Trade Organization), later dissolved. One of the principal problems of the UK is that it has almost half a million jobs to fill at every time and as a result low productivity in some economic fields. Immigrant workers have partially solved this problem and expanded the economy, but at last British surveys have revealed that around 76% of British citizens state that there are too many immigrants and that their 
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concurrence in the society is disloyal. Furthermore, the UK is part of the EU and enjoys its economic benefits, but it is one among few countries to have never joined the euro zone and even nowadays its currency remains the pound sterling. Former British Prime Minister John Major introduced this decision to the other European countries at the signature of the Maastricht Treaty in 1992. He said that his country could have never given up its own monetary system and so, notwithstanding the several protests perpetrated by the other member of the Union, Great Britain eventually did not borrow the euro and left the European Monetary Union. I think the United Kingdom decided not to join the Euro zone and preserve its monetary system in order to keep its ties with the countries which have large reserves of pounds such as the countries of the Commonwealth, among which today there are many rising economic powers like India. Acting like this, the UK can be part of the EU and at the same time try to stay economically independent from it. 
Italy, a Member of the EU

             The UK has problems because there is too much work. Italy, one of the EU founder states, has the opposite problem: high unemployment. But before reporting about my country’s involvement in the EU, it is necessary to say that the Italian economy and its history are very complex and unique in their kind. By the end of World War II the Italian economy had deeply changed from an agriculturally orientated economy to an industrial one. Today, Italy is ranked as the seventh-largest economy according to richness and industrialization and in terms of purchasing power parity (PPP). It also belongs to the G8 association. The strength of the Italian industry consists in working and producing high-quality manufacture, mainly in small or medium-sized family-owned firms. Tourism is also of great importance for the Italian economy for Italy hosts every year millions of visitors coming from all over the world, especially attracted by Italy’s artistic and historical heritage and natural beauty. Commerce is moderately developed. Italian most important exports, mainly orientated to other EU countries and Russia, are precision machinery, motor vehicles, food and clothing. Since 1990, economic policy in Italy has focused on reducing deficits and inflation and on stopping the national debt’s growth. During the 1990s Italy’s GDP has been gradually lowering and in 1999 Italy entered economic crisis because the GDP growth was at about zero and grew again in 2005 only. Before 2005, during the Silvio Berlusconi’s government, economic growth even reached recession limits; in this climate, in which inflation was at its maximum rate and the prices rose merciless. Luca Cordero di Montezemolo, president of the Italian Employers’ Federation (Confindustria) has recently claimed that Italy has been facing economic crisis since 1990 and some European business magazines such as “The Economist” have defined Italy as “the real sick country of Europe”. As written, inflation always threatens Italy as well as corruption. Although unemployment has always been a great problem for Italy, it has been slowly decreased during the Romano Prodi’s government (in 2005 the unemployment rate was at 7.7%, that is the lowest one since 1992). Moreover, Italy has never solved the problems concerning the deep differences between the North, where all the industrial complexes are located, and the South. Southern Italy is one of the least developed parts of Europe, where unemployment rates can reach 20% and much of the business belongs to criminal organizations. This phenomenon of inequality between North and South has been damaging our society for centuries.

              I remember the period in which the prices of primary goods merciless rose soon after the introduction of the euro. Many Italians blamed the new communitarian coin for everything, and consequently the number of people who were skeptical about the future of Southern Italy in the EU increased. But I am sure the EU can do anything but help us. First of all, I did some research and confronted the situation in Italy with the euro and the situation that would be in case the Italian lira still existed. Indeed, the euro helped us overcome some crises occurred in the last years and it is important to know that if we had not adopted the euro, now our national debt would have reached the cipher of 2,100,000,000,000,000 liras, that is more than 10,000,000,000 euros. Moreover, the European funds for Southern Italy helped us modernize Southern transport ways and build and expand the Neapolitan subway. Furthermore, the EU helps us compete with the Asian markets, whose production of low-cost 
7

manufacture is threatening our industrial production. Italy invests most of its capital in importing energy from foreign countries, but luckily the EU has helped our country reduce such costs of import and has nowadays developed a gas extraction programme close to the delta of the Po River. I would like to add that Italy enjoys close relationships with Russia. Trades between the two countries are highly developed. Actually, Italy is heavily dependent on Russian gas. In the 1960s, the Italian enterprise FIAT built up a car-assembling plant in Togliatti (a town named after the Italian left-wing politician Palmiro Togliatti), in the Soviet Union. Indeed, even during the Soviet times Italy has maintained good relations with Russia. The Berlusconi government particularly strengthened Italy’s relationships with Russia, possibly even thanks to Berlusconi’s personal friendship with President Putin. 
Some Problems
              A great problem concerning the EU member state in a subjective way is the fact that some rich countries have to share their richness with poorer ones and even pay to solve their internal problems. Germany is the richest country in Europe, but anyway some years ago it had got one of the highest unemployment rates in Europe (almost 10%). The rich EU appeals to many countries. 2005 saw the accession to the Union of 10 new countries. Eight of them had been signatories of the Warsaw Pact belonging to the eastern bloc: Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia (former Yugoslavian nation), Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. In 2007 two new Eastern European states, Romania and Bulgaria, joined the EU. The 1990s were very heavy for these countries, as their previous government-controlled communist economic system was replaced by a capitalist one. They entered the Union in order to enjoy the advantages characterizing its member states. Nowadays, the EU finances these countries hoping that their economies will rise in order to stabilize the economies of the entire Union at the same level. The economies of these countries have been recognized as lower, and so they now receive financial aid in order to improve their education, medical system and infrastructure development. Moreover, by the moment these countries have entered the Union their citizens have the right to live and work in other European states. As expected thousands of Eastern Europeans have left their homelands in order to live and work in Western Europe. But in the end the EU only facilitated a process of immigration from Eastern Europe that had already begun by the fall of the Eastern Bloc, often carried out through illegal means. There are no advantages for the new EU members to lose valid workers, so I wonder if their governments joined the EU hoping their citizens would come back to their motherlands after working and making money in the more developed Western European countries. A clear example is the case of Estonia, whose economy has been rising so fast in these years that the country has been nicknamed “The economic tiger of the Baltic Sea”. Estonia is promoting a lot of study programmes in Western Europe for its university students, who after some time spent in another European university can return to Estonia and bring innovations to the finances and commerce of the country.
Russia, a Member of the EU

              Because of the enlargement of the EU eastward, one of the most debated questions about the future of the EU is the eventual membership of the Russian Federation to the Union. Actually, Russia is already an observer of the Union’s activities as well as one of the major countries the EU has trades with. Many European politicians have expressed their sympathy to Russia and its accession to the Union in the last years. One of the most decided supporters of Russia’s approach to the EU institutions has been Italy’s former Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi. Indeed, he often claimed that the next step in Russia’s integration with the West should be entering the EU. By the way, lately many other European statesmen have commented that Russia is far away from being available for entering the Union, and Germany’s former Chancellor Gerhard Schröder has also précised that Russia should improve its economic conditions and join NATO before taking in consideration EU membership. President Putin 
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himself has declared that Russia’s membership to the UE would not be in the interests either of Russia or of the EU member states, although Russia keeps excellent trading and cultural relationships with many European states such as Germany and Italy. I think that on the one hand Russia’s will is that of becoming strong but independent from any organization, by exploiting the great number of energetic and natural resources situated on its huge territory. This reason confirms the declaration of Putin about the inconvenience of Russia in case of EU membership. I am convinced that on the other hand the missing accord between the EU and Russia is still mostly due to the distrust the Western European countries still feel about Russia. In fact, it is possible to affirm that Russia has a completely different mentality, and its original way of leading economic policy made some analysts coin the term “Russian capitalism”, which is distinct from standard capitalism. Western Europe has already taken a great step ahead to let the Eastern European countries join the EU, and so now it would be a very clamorous action to let also Russia in as many people are still afraid of it because of the past. Concerning this theme, I would like to report the words of Heather Grabbe, of the Centre for European reforms, expressing her point of view about the countries that previously made up the U.S.S.R.: she said that Belarus is too authoritarian, Moldova too poor, the Ukraine too big and Russia too scary for the EU. I am sure that the world cannot know about further approaches of Russia to the EU yet, but even if they occur, they will not happen so soon. Concerning Europe, I think Russia’s membership to the EU would bring economic benefits; but I also know that Russia and Western Europe are very different, and maybe Russia itself prefers to keep its independence for the moment.

Conclusion

              Altogether, since its creation the EU has been making its member states rich and the life of its citizens wealthy. In my opinion the European citizens have to be grateful to the EU because they owe it everything good they have. Nevertheless, some surveys carried out by EU authorities have revealed that actually there are many people within the Union who are very skeptical about the future it can give them. According to the data collected from the EU, the Europhobes especially fear:

·  The quickness of the changes in progress, which definitely disorientate the people who are so uncertain about the consequences on their lives.

·  The spread feeling of loss of national values and cohesion of society, which in the opinion of the Europhobes are due to the destabilization brought by the Union.

·  The feeling of an excessive or wrong direction of economic liberalism.
·  The conviction that the EU is characterized by a complex bureaucracy, favouring corruption and criminality.

Notwithstanding this, much more people like and sustain the work and expansion of the EU. 
Everybody can have his or her own opinion about something, but the EU surveys underlined that the largest percentage of these people live in countries and in social layers where the knowledge of the EU organisms and procedures are scarce. With more efficient and diffused campaigns of information, this percentage will even lower. In my personal opinion, the EU has done great things for the European countries. At the beginning, it reunited a little group of hopeless and devastated countries that later would have become rich and prosperous. Now, it is happening almost the same with Eastern European countries. It showed the world that peace and cooperation between states produce better results than trying to get richer by invading other states and waging war. I think the EU is the living proof of the Italian proverb “L’unione fa la forza” (The union makes strength). Thanks to the Union, nowadays Europe is one of the main protagonists of the world scene and can now face the challenges imposed by the other Powers. Only time can show us what will happen, but at the moment the future appears to be pleasant and glimmering.          
List of the EU member states (in order of date of accession)
	Member States
	Dates of accession  
	Population  
	Capital cities 

	Belgium
	01957-03-25 25 March 1957
	&&&&&&&010584534.&&&&&010,584,534
	Brussels

	France
	01957-03-25 25 March 1957
	&&&&&&&063392140.&&&&&063,392,140
	Paris

	Germany
	01957-03-25 25 March 1957
	&&&&&&&082314906.&&&&&082,314,906
	Berlin

	Italy
	01957-03-25 25 March 1957
	&&&&&&&059131287.&&&&&059,131,287
	Rome

	Luxembourg
	01957-03-25 25 March 1957
	&&&&&&&&&0476200.&&&&&0476,200
	Luxembourg

	Netherlands
	01957-03-25 25 March 1957
	&&&&&&&016372715.&&&&&016,372,715
	Amsterdam

	Denmark
	01973-01-01 1 January 1973
	&&&&&&&&05457415.&&&&&05,457,415
	Copenhagen

	Ireland
	01973-01-01 1 January 1973
	&&&&&&&&04239848.&&&&&04,239,848
	Dublin

	United Kingdom
	01973-01-01 1 January 1973
	&&&&&&&060587300.&&&&&060,587,300
	London

	Greece
	01981-01-01 1 January 1981
	&&&&&&&011125179.&&&&&011,125,179
	Athens

	Portugal
	01986-01-01 1 January 1986
	&&&&&&&010599095.&&&&&010,599,095
	Lisbon

	Spain
	01986-01-01 1 January 1986
	&&&&&&&045116894.&&&&&045,116,894
	Madrid

	Austria
	01995-01-01 1 January 1995
	&&&&&&&&08316487.&&&&&08,316,487
	Vienna

	Finland
	01995-01-01 1 January 1995
	&&&&&&&&05289128.&&&&&05,289,128
	Helsinki

	Sweden
	01995-01-01 1 January 1995
	&&&&&&&&09142817.&&&&&09,142,817
	Stockholm

	Cyprus
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&&0766400.&&&&&0766,400
	Nicosia

	Czech Republic
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&010306709.&&&&&010,306,709
	Prague

	Estonia
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&01342409.&&&&&01,342,409
	Tallinn

	Hungary
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&010066158.&&&&&010,066,158
	Budapest

	Latvia
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&02281305.&&&&&02,281,305
	Riga

	Lithuania
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&03373991.&&&&&03,373,991
	Vilnius

	Malta
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&&0404962.&&&&&0404,962
	Valletta

	Poland
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&038116486.&&&&&038,116,486
	Warsaw

	Slovakia
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&05396168.&&&&&05,396,168
	Bratislava

	Slovenia
	02004-05-01 1 May 2004
	&&&&&&&&02013597.&&&&&02,013,597
	Ljubljana

	Bulgaria
	02007-01-01 1 January 2007
	&&&&&&&&07679290.&&&&&07,679,290
	Sofia

	Romania
	02007-01-01 1 January 2007
	&&&&&&&021565119.&&&&&021,565,119
	Bucharest
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                                                                         The EU today
Euro: monetary conversion taxes for some EU countries
	           Member states

	        Pre-euro currencies

	                1 euro (€) =


	           Austria

	        Shilling

	                13,7603 shillings


	         Belgium
	       Belgian franc  

	              40,3399 francs


	           Finland
	       Finnish mark
	              5,9457 marks

	         France
	       French franc
	              5,55957 francs

	           Germany
	       German mark
	              1,95583 marks

	         Greece
	       Drachma  
	              340,75 drachmas 

	         Ireland                           
	       Irish sterling pound
	              0,787564 pounds

	         Italy
	       Lira 
	              1936,27 liras  

	         Luxembourg
	       Luxembourgian franc
	              40,3399 francs  

	         Netherlands
	         Florin 
	              2,20371 florins

	         Portugal
	       Escudo
	              200,482 escudos

	         Spain
	         Peseta
	              166,386 pesetas
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                                                                Directions of Russian gas reserves to Europe
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